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PUBLICITY FOR LIBRARIES 


Report of the Chairman of the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee’‘on Publicity to the Executive Board 
Following is the report of the Publicity 

Committee appointed by the Executive 

Board in January, 1915: 

The duty of the committee was under- 
stood to be to obtain all possible newspaper 
and magazine publicity for the Berkeley 
conference and its addresses. 

1. Preparation and Advance Notices 

Announcements: On March 13, a letter 
asking publication of the conference date 
and place was sent to the editors of 
American City, American Historical Re- 
view, Dial, Education, Independent, Jour- 
nal of Education, Nation, National Munic- 
ipal Review, Review of Reviews, School 
and Society, Survey. Seven of these used 
the material. 

Collection of Materiai: On March 31, a 
letter was addressed to each of the sections 
and affiliated organizations of the A. L. A., 
asking for advance information as to pro- 
grams and speakers, and particularly ask- 
ing, “For your section, what is the most im- 
portant thing this committee could place 
before the general newspaper and maga- 
zine public of the country?” The response 


to this request was slow and generally 
meagre; the committee feels that the ob- 
taining of material sufficiently in advance 
is one of the problems in this work. 
Meanwhile, through the energetic work 
of Mr. Utley, copies of several papers of 
the general program were in our hands, 


f together with several photographs, so that 


nine days before the opening of the con- 
ference we were able to send several im- 
portant addresses and photographs to the 
Associated Press at Kansas City and the 
Exposition Press Bureau at San Francisco, 
both of which had offered to codperate. 
Special Articles in Magazines: On May 
17, letters were addressed to the editors of 
American City, Chicago Tribune, Christian 
Science Monitor, Dial, Independent, Jour- 
nal of Education, Kansas City Star, Nation, 
School and Society, Survey, offering to 
furnish special articles prepared by li- 
brarians in attendance. Only one editor 
(Christian Science Monitor) failed to 
answer. Three (Independent, Journal of 
Education, Kansas City Star) expressed in- 
ability to use such special articles. The 
other six (American City, Chicago Tribune, 
Dial, Nation, School and Society, Survey) 
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invited articles or reports. At the close of 
the conference, five of these were fur- 
nished, three were published (Dial, Nation, 
Survey), and one (American City) resulted 
in a promise of a special article on the 
civics room. For these articles the co 
operation of Messrs. Bostwick, Bowerman, 
Rush, Wright, and Wyer is gratefully 
acknowledged. 
2. The Work at Berkeley 

Headquarters: The chairman of the 
committee arrived in Berkeley on June l, 
and immediately arranged publicity head- 
quarters near the general headquarters in 
the University Library. The cordial and 
effective assistance of Mr. Leupp, of his 
secretary, Miss Roberts, and of other mem- 
bers of the library staff, is gratefully 
acknowledged. Numerous papers, lists of 
officers, committee reports, and news sum- 
maries were copied by the library typists. 

Contract with Ricker News Syndicate: 
A visit to the Exposition News Bureau re- 
vealed the information that because of cur- 
tailment of its funds it would be unable to 
give us the active assistance promised. 
Arrangements were therefore made with 
the Ricker News Syndicate, at San Fran- 
cisco, to send a special writer each day to 
coéperate with the committee. We gath- 
ered advance material and guided the in- 
terpretation as far as possible; the Ricker 
Syndicate writers furnished telephone and 
written reports to the Associated Press and 
the local newspapers, writing new “leads” 
for each newspaper. In the main this serv- 
ice was accurate and prompt. The cost 
was fifty dollars. 

Newspaper representatives: Special rep- 
resentatives of San Francisco, Oakland, and 
Berkeley newspapers were almost constant- 
ly present. Your committee furnished 
copies of papers, abstracts, lists of officers 
and committees, reports, photographs; and 
answered questions. In particular we 
acknowledge the interested codperation of 
Mr. A. B. Schuster, representing the San 
Francisco Chronicle and Oakland Tribune, 
and Miss Andrews, of the Berkeley Gazette. 

Associated Press: Reports were made to 
the Associated Press, San Francisco office, 





twice daily by telephone and once in writ- 
ing. We were fortunate in having to deal 
with a well-informed and interested man, 
Mr. John Evans, in charge of the “A. P.” 
news gathering. 

Other service: In response to telegraphic 
request, copies of all papers, reports, lists 
of officers elected, etc., in our possession, 
were mailed from day to day to Mr. E. L. 
Pearson, special writer for the Boston 
Transcript. Copies of papers, etc., were 
furnished the editors of Library Journal 
and Public Libraries, on request, with the 
understanding that the consent of the writ- 
ers would be obtained before publication. 

Acknowledgments: Thanks are due the 
following persons for special assistance in 
collecting material during the conference: 
Mr. Chas. E. Rush, Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler, 
Miss Sula Wagner, Miss Julia Robinson, 
and Miss Effie Power. 

3. Results 

Local papers: In the papers of the three 
bay cities (San Francisco, Oakland, Berk- 
eley), from May 31 to June 10, the amount 
of space devoted to report of the confer- 
ence was a little more than thirty-six (36) 
columns. In the main this material was 
accurate and comprehensive. There was 
but one article that might be called “sen- 
sational.” 

Associated Press: Mr. Evans, of the As- 
sociated Press at San Francisco, stated to 
your committee that he had “put on the 
wire” an average of six hundred (600) 
words per day of our material, and he dis- 
played the copy as evidence. One of the 
editors of the Omaha World-Herald said to 
the committee, “You got lots of stuff over 
the wire—more than we could use.” How- 
ever, the amount of material published in 
the newspapers of the country was disap- 
pointing. So far as known, a total of 20 
articles appeared. 

Magazines: We have already referred to 
the three special reports published by the 
Dial, Nation, and Survey. Correspondence 
is still being conducted with the American 
Association for International Conciliation, 
regarding the use of Mr. Bowerman’s 
paper. 
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4. Cost 
The total cost for the work in connec- 
tion with the Berkeley conference was 
$197.85. 


5. Suggestions for the Future 


1. Organize the work so that we shall do 
it all ourselves except stenographic help. 

2. Divide the work, at conference time, 
under the direction of chairman of the 
committee, into at least three parts, with 
a man in charge of each: 

a) Special articles and summarizing re- 
ports, such as this year’s reports in the 
Dial, Nation, and Survey. Summarizing 
articles to be sent to the home papers of 
conference members, with local “leads.” 

b) Advance abstracts to be insisted upon 
and to be sent, with local “leads” to the 
states interested in a given speaker or 
topic. For example, when Miss Downey 
speaks on extension work in Utah, send 
abstracts to Utah papers in advance, with 
release on the day of her appearance on 
program. 

c) The same preparation and material 
for local newspapers and Associated Press, 
as this year at Berkeley. 

3. The committee to be active throughout 
the year for which it is appointed (prefer- 
ably from about September to September). 
Two lines of work might be conducted: 

a) Preparation and distribution to news- 
papers and magazines of a news bulletin, 
similar to those sent out by the American 
Civic Association and the University of 
Minnesota. A sheet of the Minnesota size 
can be printed for $9 per 500 copies, and 
second class mailing privileges could be 
obtained. From four to six issues per year 
would serve. 

b) Collection and placing of special 
“library” articles in periodicals. The com- 
mittee might serve as a year-round clearing 
house for papers and addresses and ideas 
from the various state and sectional meet- 
ings and from individuals. 


6. Publicity Through Advertising and 
Printed Matter 


The foregoing takes no account of the 
valuable possibilities in codperative publi- 
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cation of posters, lists, envelope enclosures, 
street car advertisement cards, and other 
printed matter. Neither does it consider 
the interesting possibilities of an advisory 
publicity bureau for American libraries. It 
is suggested by the present committee that 
the proposal of the Pacific Northwest Li- 
brary Association might be tried out by the 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee, assigning 
this work to a special member of the com- 
mittee. The present committee believes 
that a permanent publicity officer of the 
American Library Association, working 
along the lines suggested above, would 
more than earn his salary almost from the 
first, in enlarged incomes for local libraries, 
in increased membership in the A. L. A., 
and in the savings accruing from codpera- 
tive printing. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Wruis H. Kerr, 
Chairman, Publicity Committee, 
American Library Association. 


CHICAGO MIDWINTER MEETINGS 


The Midwinter library meetings will be 
held as usual this year in Chicago. Dates 
are December 29 to 31. Headquarters will 
be at the Hotel La Salle, where last year’s 
meetings were held. The following rates 
will apply: 

One Person: Room with detached bath, 
$1.50 and up per day; room with private 
bath, $2.00 and up per day. 

Two Persons: Room with detached bath, 
$3.00. 

Two Connecting Rooms with Bath: Two 
persons, $4.50 and $8.00 per day; four per- 
sons, $7.00 and $12.00 per day. 

Reservations should be made directly 
with the hotel. 


The A. L. A. Council will meet on 
Wednesday morning and Thursday morn- 
ing, December 29th and 30th. Some of the 
features will be papers on the “Economics 
of library architecture,” by Dr. C. W. An- 
drews; “Publicity methods for libraries,” 
by W. H. Kerr; “The place of the library 
in the university,” by Dr. E. C. Richard- 
son; and “The municipal reference library 
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and the city library,’ by S. H. Ranck. All 
of these papers will be followed by dis- 
cussion. There will be a number of com- 
mittee reports given. 

Both of these sessions of the Council 
will be “open meetings,” to which all mem- 
bers of the Association are invited. 

The Executive Board will meet Wednes- 
day evening, December 29th. 

The League of library commissions will 
meet Thursday afternoon, December 30th, 
and Friday morning, December 31st. Among 
the subjects to be discussed are “Commis- 
sion aims and achievements,” by J. I. 
Wyer; “Progress of rural library exten- 
sion work in the United States and good 
laws for county and township extension,” 
by Julia A. Robinson; “Library training 
for commission workers and the certifica- 
tion of librarians,’ by Miss Mary E. 
Downey; “The U. S. Bureau of Education 
reading courses and how to make them of 
most value in our state work,” by M. S. 
Dudgeon; “Commission helps in book se- 
lection,” by Henry N. Sanborn; and “The 
A. L. A. Booklist,” by Miss May Massee. 
There will also be business and committee 
reports. 

The School libraries section will hold 
two meetings, the first on Friday after- 
noon, December 3ist, and the second on 
the evening of the same day. The after- 
noon session will be devoted to a discus- 
sion of the problems of normal and ele- 
mentary school libraries, and the evening 
session to high school libraries. There 
will be no formal papers, but practical 
problems will be discussed. The high 
school session will be in charge of Miss 
Mary E. Hall, and the normal and elemen- 
tary school session in charge of either Miss 
Irene Warren or Miss Delia G. Ovitz. The 
section officers hope that this will be the 
largest gathering of school librarians ever 
yet held. 

The University librarians will hold ses- 
sions on Friday, December 31st, both morn- 
ing and afternoon. Mr. H. O. Severance, 
of the University of Missouri library, is 
chairman in charge of these round table 
meetings. 
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The librarians of small colleges will hold 
round tables also on both Friday morning 
and Friday afternoon, December 31st. Mr. 
S. J. Brandenburg, librarian of Miami Uni- 
versity library, is chairman of the commit- 
tee in charge. 

The Association of American library 
schools will meet on Wednesday afternoon, 
and again either on Wednesday evening or 
Thursday afternoon. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians on Thursday evening, 
December 30th, and the club wishes it 
distinctly understood that all librarians 
and their friends are cordially invited to 
be present. 

All of the above meetings will be held 
at the Hotel La Salle. 

Those having charge of any meetings not 
here referred to should make arrange- 
ments for suitable rooms either direct with 
the management of the Hotel La Salle, 
or through the secretary of the A. L. A. 


LIBRARY BULLETINS 


The Newark Free Public Library re 
cently investigated the cost of library bul- 
letins in certain libraries of the country. 
Mr. J. C. Dana, the librarian, sent the col- 
lected figures to the A. L. A. office, with 
permission to use them as we saw fit. _ In 
the belief that they will be of interest and 
service to the other libraries in helping 
them to ascertain how their expenditures 
for bulletins compare with other institu- 
tions, we are here publishing the data col- 
lected by the Newark library. The total 
expenditures used for publishing bulletins, 
told in percentages, from highest to low- 
est, is as follows: 


Scranton ............. about .035 
Brookline ......... average .018 
Grand Rapids ...... se .0129 
ge r 01 

ON SEA = .009 
is ve cae bead sg .0075 
MSS 6 bc oss « 05a ’ .007 
Springfield ......... = .007 
Portland, Ore... .... ” .005 
Jersey City ........ = .0036 
Cleveland .......... 53 .0028 
Pittsburgh ......... ” .0026 
Milwaukee ......... - .0018 
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LIBRARY BULLETINS—EXPENDITURES 
Total spent Total Percentage of 
for all spent for total spent 
purposes ulletin for Bulletin 
Brookline | ER > en ree $ 26,944 $ 666 .024 
es ae 29,867 528 017 
Bs + axa canon ss 33,875 577 .017 
I idence @ Raemon-w" ecacka 34,444 482 .014 
Se oS BS CA $125,130 $2,253 .018 
Cleveland Os so oon soe vel $382,722 $ 863 .002 
PR Pee ae ee 402,260 1,375 .003 
i. eee ae es $784,982 $2,238 .0028 
@Qvan@ RasiG@se 1906... .. 6. os cissee es $ 48,686 $ 649 0133 
Se 51,058 712 .0139 
SERRE REE SR Se 52,314 610 .0116 
S Wc warn cheeks $152,058 $1,971 .0129 
Jersey City Sea Aas Pe $ 54,547 $ 210 
Gas 26 ass ae cdinec 58,478 210 
SERRA ST fangt iy baronet 63,925 210 
i es a. cin cakes « $176,950 $ 630 .0036 
Lynn Rs .08s iota eee eee $ 22,000 $ 178 .008 
i ns a ec ae 22,801 153 .0067 
ES ss «40 bere 27,816 179 .0064 
2 WR yc sis Sas $ 72,617 $ 510 .007 
Milwaukee NS a's s ak Seabank ao $122,269 $ 133 .001 
BOs sin ese toes 202,226 216 001 
| Rear ry ae $324,495 $ 349 .0018 
Newark (cost 
ome: met Cont) FOES. oo. 6 c.cdcis cect cn $128,740 $1,068 .0083 
Baca tend Bini 4:0 Sh 132,464 838 .0063 
MS. oss Daten us eon 140,279 1,140 .0081 
D-RN 5 ks SS s ae $401,483 $3,046 .0075 
Pittsburgh BES 8 os Nn F se oes are? $ 686 .0026 
eo, a a eee $118,396 649 .0054 
ee reer aaerene 138,834 725 .0052 
NG se. wink naka onc 157,208 815 .0051 
eer $2,189 .0052 
St. Louis WES 4 xis 4 can Wess $222,015 $1,671 .008 
Be sacs ve etdees 224,094 2,084 .009 
MRR 6scs nce FERS 241,605 2,124 .009 
Bn din bs os 4s RR $687,714 $5,879 .009 
Salem Pe: ocak abt ois deen eee $ 14,673 $ 174.31 01 
Scranton PIA ows «0 4. 0-ahe wien Ree ee. eee Se .033 
Rc ks oh cheat aiee Seed bieeee Ot a he .038 
BOERS 6 3 ace ce dad spon EAD i $ 253 .030 
Springfield SO cs . dpa ox bce $ 68,169 $ 555 .0081 
SS eee 73,820 489 .0066 
is <a's.encdiaink @ ard 77,643 504 .0065 
sm A ES $219,532 $1,548 0070 
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The second Pan American Scientific 
Congress will be held under the auspices of 
the United States government at Washing- 

on, December 27, 1915, to January 8, 1916. 
In response to a formal invitation received 
through the Secretary of State to the 
American Library Association to partici- 
pate in this Congress, the president of the 
Association has appointed Dr. Herbert Put- 
nam as official delegate and Mr. H. H. B. 
Meyer, as alternate. 

Mr. Carl H. Milam, librarian of the Birm- 
ingham (Ala.) Public Library, wishes to 
know if any public schools give school 
credit for the reading of library books not 
particularly assigned. Can any fellow- 
librarian give him information on this 
point? 
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A correspondent is interested to learn if 
there are instances in this country where 
a public library has taken over the care 
and support of a reference medical library 
and whether, in such instances, the plan 
has proved satisfactory to all parties con- 
cerned. The secretary of the A. L. A. will 
be glad to have any information on this 
subject. 

“Modern transportation and communica- 
tions in the Republic of China,” is the title 
of a very informing pamphlet (48 pages 
and folded map) which has been prepared 
in connection with the Chinese exhibit at 
the Panama-Pacific Exposition. Libraries 
may secure copies free on application (3 
cents for postage) to Hon. C. T. Hsia, 
Special Commissioner of the Ministry of 
Communications of Peking, Palace of 
Transportation, Panama-Pacific Exposition, 
San Francisco. Application should be made 
at once in view of the early closing of the 
Fair and the consequent packing of the 
exhibit material. The pamphlet is worth 
sending for. — 

The Woman’s Home Companion has out- 
lined a plan through which the libraries 
of the country may enlist the interest of a 
large class of women that ordinarily do not 
come to the library. They will furnish, 
without cost, a generous supply of Better 
Babies Health Posters (used by the New 
York Board of Health in all their milk 
stations) and the pamphlets, “Hints to 
mothers,” “What every mother wants to 
know about her baby,” and “Little helps 
for expectant mothers.” Columbia Univer- 
sity, Cornell, University of Texas, and a 
number of other educational institutions 
use this material in class work. Larger 
amounts of the leaflets may be secured free 
of cost but will be sent express collect. For 
suggestions for a Mothers’ Campaign, write 
the Better Babies Bureau, Woman’s Home 
Companion, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

Through the kindness of Miss Frances 
LeBaron, daughter of the late Professor 
William LeBaron, The John Crerar Li- 
brary is enabled to offer to other libraries 
interested in the subject a few copies of 
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the Reports of the State Entomologist of 
Illinois, for the years 1870 to 1873, and a 
number of copies of those for 1887 to 1892, 
inclusive. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARIAN 

(Editorial in the Columbus (O.) Dispatch.) 

In the convention of the Ohio Library As- 
sociation, now in session at the Public li- 
brary building, we are getting another 
glimpse of the public librarian, and are 
finding him a public servant of the highest 
order—devoted to his work, painstaking in 
every detail, ever striving for a more per- 
fect service. He is as much interested in 
meeting every reasonable request as is the 
grocer or the dry goods merchant who has 
something to sell from the profit of which 
he must live. He welcomes a patron as a 
merchant does a customer, and he takes 
pride in finding the information or the 
book that is wanted. By his success in 
meeting every request, he measures his 
efficiency. But he does not stop there. As 
he makes the library useful to the people 
of the community, often to persons who 
are not in the habit of using the library 
because they do not know of the help that 
is there to be had, he considers his exist- 
ence justified. 

That is high praise, but it is justified not 
only in what these men and women say 
about their work, but in the way they actu- 
ally do it, as any observer can determine 
for himself. It could be wished that every 
public office were put upon as high a 
standard of service as is the library, that 
all officials were as devoted and painstak- 
ing and as rigorous in their judgment of 
their work. Some are, but there are too 
many who are not—too many who feel that 
an office is a salary, with a few duties in- 
securely attached and negligible if the per- 
formance is inconvenient. 

The spirit of library service, as it is un- 
consciously exposed in the discussions of 
the session, is worth while. It is the spirit, 
not of getting but giving, not of doing 
everybody, but of doing for everybody. 
There ought to be more of it in our public 
life. 





SHAKESPEARE TERCENTENARY 


The A. L. A. wishes to do what it can 
to aid libraries in their observance of the 
tercentenary of Shakespeare’s death. The 
Drama League of America (headquarters 
736 Marquette building, Chicago) is taking 
an active interest. Occasional bulletins 
are issued and will be sent to libraries 
on request. Bulletin No. 2 is devoted to 
tercentenary plans. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board is about 
to issue a “Brief guide to the literature of 
Shakespeare,” prepared by H. H. B. Meyer, 
of the Library of Congress. Further notice 
of this bibliography will be found else 
where in this Bulletin. 

Librarians are requested to advise the 
secretary of the A. L. A. of any steps being 
taken by their respective libraries for the 
Shakespeare celebration which would be 
of interest or value to other libraries. 
These items of information will be re 
ported in the next issue of the Bulletin 
of the A. L. A. 

Shakespeare Memorial Theatre, Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, issues a set of twelve post 
cards illustrative of scenes from plays, 
famous actresses, Shakespeare portrait, 
etc. Price 50 cents. For sale in this coun- 
try by Shakespeare Tercentenary Bureau, 
Drama League of America, 736 Marquette 
building, Chicago. 

The Art Institute of Chicago also issues 
a set of ten post cards illustrating separate 
plays, done in colors after designs by stu- 
dents of the Institute. Price 50 cents. 
For sale by Art Institute, Chicago. 

The Associated Shakespeare Clubs of 
Toledo, Ohio, recommend the planting of 
a Memorial Tree in each town and have 
issued a leaflet with information for cam- 
paign, suggestive program, etc. This club 
has also prepared and issued an appropri- 
ate book-plate embodying the following 
features: (1) The colors,—black and 
gold; (2) the motto; (3) comedy and trag- 
edy; (4) significant dates; (5) the por- 
trait; (6) the autograph; (7) view of the 
Avon; (8) coat of arms. The book-plate 
will be sold at $6 per thousand, the pro 
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ceeds used to defray expenses in their 
tree-planting campaign. The book-plate is 
an interesting souvenir to give to school 
children or to be used in a Shakespeare 
library. For Bulletin or book-plate write 
to Mrs. Robert Carlton Morris, 2648 Kirk- 
wood Lane, Toledo, Ohio. 


A. L. A. COMMITTEE ON BOOKBINDING 


Universal Edition of Charles Dickens in 
Reinforced Binding 


Acting on a suggestion of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Bookbinding, Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons have put in a reinforced binding 
a number of sets of their Universal Edition 
of Charles Dickens. The number of vol- 
umes in a set is 22, purchasable at $22.00 
net a set, or separately at $1.00 a volume. 
The reinforced binding costs 10c extra per 
volume. The advantages of the edition are 
good type and paper, excellent illustrations, 
one novel to a volume, and small cost. The 
reinforcement is well done and meets with 
the approval of the Bookbinding Commit- 
tee. 

A. L. Bartey, Chairman. 


STECHERT EXHIBIT AT THE FAIR 


F. C. Stechert & Co., Booksellers, 29-35 
West 32nd St., New York, call attention to 
the omission of mention of their San Fran- 
cisco exhibit in the handbook prepared for 
the Berkeley Conference by the local com- 
mittee on things of particular interest to 
librarians at the Fair. 

The exhibit of this company was in the 
German section of the Palace of Liberal 
Arts, and the underlying scheme was to 
show the books which are most likely to 
be found in German homes. They were ar- 
ranged in groups to cover the various fields 
of literature, art, music and fiction. The 
exhibit was particularly attractive on ac- 
count of the German weeklies and accounts 
of the war. A fuller notice appeared in 
“The Bookseller,” May 1, 1915. 

Doubtless many librarians who attended 
the conference found their way to the 
Stechert exhibit notwithstanding this acci- 
dental omission from the handbook of the 
local committee. 


REGISTRATION OF PROPOSED 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

One of the things which the A. L. A 
tries to emphasize is the necessity of 
eliminating all duplication of work. This 
goal is far from reached. The duplication 
of bibliographies on practically the same 
subjects shows this. It not infrequently 
happens that two good reading lists on 
the very same topic appear at about the 
same time. The compilers worked inde- 
pendently of each other, but the achieved 
result was about the same. Obviously 
fifty per cent of the energy could have 
been better devoted to some subject needed 
but not being covered by anyone. 

Now if everybody about to compile a 
bibliography, large or small, would record 
the principal facts on a standard size cat- 
alog card and send this card to the A. L. 
A. Executive Office, Chicago, the secretary 
would make a file of all such. Then, be- 
fore one undertakes to make a bibliography 
or reading list, he could ascertain by writ- 
ing to the A. L. A. office whether he had 
a clear field or whether he could save his 
time by utilizing the work that somebody 
else was doing. Perhaps two persons con- 
templating making a list on the same sub- 
ject could thus be put in touch with each 
other and extend valuable aid each to each, 
instead of needlessly duplicating the other’s 
work. The secretary would regard any 
information as confidential, if so requested, 
and would only use it between the per- 
sons concerned. 

This is part and parcel of the library 
sponsorship idea advocated by Mr. George 
Winthrop Lee in recent issues of the “Li- 
brary Journal” and was itself suggested 
to the secretary by him. 


LIBRARY TRAINING IN THE NORMAL 
SCHOOLS 


“A few persons learn at home the use of 
a library; a small number acquire the art 
from some library or under the suggestion 
or guidance of some librarian; a few pick 
up the art unaided; but all these constitute 
a small minority. The public schools get 
practically everybody; and it is to the pub 
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lic schools that we must entrust the forma- 
tion and fostering of this library habit; it 
is true with this, as with so many other im- 
portant things—‘What you would see in 
the life of the nation, you must put into its 
schools.’ 

“Some effort to bring about this desir- 
able end has been made. The American 
Library Association has had committees at 
work upon the problem and several of their 
reports are available for the use of normal 
school executives who wish to put them- 
selves in touch with the movement. The 
Library Section of the N. E. A. has been 
most active and earnest in advocating that 
the normal schools begin to include library 
training as a part of the regular normal 
school course. A committee of the depart- 
ment has reported more than once, and a 
uniform course of study in library work 
has been recommended. 

“Some progress has been made: The 
state of New York, long a leader in li- 
brary work, provides by law for library 
training, which, in that state, must be 
given in public schools of certain classes; 
and the state helps to pay the expense of 
giving the instruction. In Wisconsin the 
state law requires that applicants for 
teachers’ licenses pass an examination in 
library methods. These advanced steps 
may very well be imitated by other com- 
monwealths which desire to give to all 
their children this key to the world’s wis- 
dom. But the speediest and the most ef- 
fective way to arrive at the result will be 
for the normal schools in all the states to 
make library training a part of the normal 
school course of study, and to insist that 
all the students sent out by them with 
diplomas entitling the holders to teach in 
the schools of the state, shall be able to 
guide their pupils in the use of the library, 
and train men until such use becomes a 
habit. 

“Speaking for the normal schools, I be- 
lieve I can say, in the words of Joshua, 
We are able; and I think I can add, We are 
ready.”—Carrott G. PEARSE, President 
State Normal School, Milwaukee, in “The 
American School,” for October, 1915. Ex- 


tract from address on “Library training in 
the normal schools,” at the N. E. A. Con- 
ference, Oakland. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


American Library Association Publishing 
Board 


Lists of material which may be obtained 
free or at small cost. By Mary Josephine 
Booth, Librarian Eastern Illinois State 
Normal School, Charleston. Paper, 25 
cents. 


“The aim in compiling this list has been 
to provide for small and medium sized 
libraries a selected list of material which 
will prove of use in supplementing at small 
expense the books and magazines already on 
the shelves. It is hoped that it will also 
be found useful by teachers, especially b 
those who have not access to a public li- 
brary.”—Extract from Preface. 

A large part of the material listed can be 
had by libraries free for the asking from the 

ublishers. The balance is obtainable for 
rom five to fifty cents. Geography is not 
included because a list on this subject, by 
Miss Booth, has already been issued by the 
A. L. A. Publishing Board. The present list 
includes material on 

Sociolo (practically covering all 
subjects in the 300-class of the Decimal 
Classification). 
Ethics, Psychology, Religion. 
Education. 
Science. 
Public health and sanitation. 
Engineering, Business, Occupations. 
Agriculture. 
Home Economics. 
Fine Arts. 
Literature. 
History. 
A HELP TO THE LIBRARY IN OBSERV- 
ING THE TERCENTENARY OF 
SHAKESPEARE’S DEATH 


Brief guide to the literature of Shakes- 
peare. By H. H. B. Meyer, Chief Bibliog- 
rapher of the Library of Congress. Paper, 
50 cents. 


“This brief guide to the literature of 
Shakes re was undertaken at the uest 
of the Drama League of America. Its object 
is to provide information concerning the va- 
rious editions of Shakespear. + writings, and 
to point out at least a few of the biographies, 
commentaries, and criticisms which have 
contributed to our knowledge of the t and 
his works. It is hoped that it will enable 
the librarian, the teacher or any one who 
may be interested, to select the books best 
suited to his particular needs, with the least 
expenditure of time and money. It differs 
from other guides to Shakespeare, some of 
which are mentioned in Section Iil of this 
list, in that it attempts to — a way 
through the vast maze of akespearean 
literature, rather than to offer instruction 
in the method of reading any particular 
play or group of plays. 

“Shakespeare is so manysided, and has 
been studied from so many different points 
of view that a classification of the mate- 


rial was felt to be obligatory. The arrange- 
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ment of the subdivisions and their inter- 
relation is shown by the table of contents. 
The minuter phases of the subject so far 
as they are included in the works cited 
are brought out in an analytical index. 

“The tercentenary of Shakespeare’s death 
has seemed to offer to the Drama League 
of America an opportunity to extend still 
further the newly awakened interest in the 
works of the world’s greatest poet. Every 
effort is being made to encourage young 
people in schools and colleges, the members 
of clubs, and village and town associations 
to produce either the plays themselves or 
peasants illustrating the life and times of 

hakespeare. To meet this particular need 
citations to the literature of costuming and 
pageantry have been added in an appendix.” 
—Prefatory Note. 


Collection of social survey material. By 
Florence R. Curtis, University of Illinois 
Library School. Paper, 10 cents. 


An outline giving a suggestion as to the 
material for social survey which may be 
gecheres and filed by the local library. These 
eadings, transferred to a vertical file, will 
systematize and make very much easier the 
collecting and making available of social 
service material. 


Binding for libraries. Suggestions pre- 
pared by the A. L. A. Committee on Book- 
binding. (Library Handbook 5 entirely 
rewritten and enlarged.) Paper, 15 cents. 


Includes Specifications for (1) periodicals 
much used; (2) periodicals not much used; 
(3) fiction and juveniles; (4) reference books; 
How to tell a well-bound book, etc. Bibli- 
ography appended. 


Bibliography, by Isadore G. Mudge, Co- 


lumbia University Library. (A. L. A. Man- 
ual of Library Economy, Chapter 24.) Pa- 
per, 10 cents. 


Treats of Kinds of bibliography; Standards 
of bibliographic work; Use of bibliography 
in library work; Bibliographical societies; 
Learned societies and government bureaus; 
—— bibliography. Bibliography ap- 
pende 


Library work with the Blind. By Mary 
C. Chamberlain, New York State Library. 
(A. L. A. Manual of Library Economy, 
Chapter 30.) Paper, 10 cents. 


Outline: Historical introduction; Books, 
periodicals, music; The librarian; Readers; 
The work; Co-operation with other agencies. 
Bibliography appended. 


Some recent features in library architec- 
ture. By Chalmers Hadley. (Reprinted 
from Berkeley Conference Proceedings of 
the A. L. A.) 4p. Paper, 5 cents. 


inspirational influence of books in the 
life of children. By Mrs. Edna Lyman 
Scott. (Reprinted from Berkeley Confer- 
ence Proceedings of the A. L. A.) &p. 
Paper, 5 cents. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


SALE, EXCHANGE, WANTS 
(Any library member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted, for sale 
or exchange.) WANTS 


California State Library, Sacramento, Cal. 
A. L. A. Papers and Proceedings for 1876, 
1877, 1879, 1881, 1882, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, 
1891, 1892, 1893. 
Houston, Texas, Lyceum and Carnegie Li- 
brary. 

U. S. Bureau of Soils, Field Operations, 
1904. Maps volume. 
ilinois University Library, Urbana, Ill. 

A. L. A. Papers and Proceedings for 1883- 
1888, 1890, 2 copies each; 1889, 1891-1892, 
1893, 1896, 1903, one copy each. 

John Crerar Library, Chicago, III. 

The John Crerar Library. 12th Annual 
report for 1906. Offer 25c. a copy. 
Milton, Mass., Public Library. 

Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science. Vols. 1, 2, 
8-19, 21-30. 

Charities and Commons. Vol. 14, nos. 
3-10, 12-17; vol. 15, no. 16; vol. 17, nos. 1 
3, 4, 20. 

Country Life 
Nov., 1901. 

Harper’s Weekly, June 26, 1915. 

House Beautiful, Sept., 1914. 

National Waterways, vol. 1, nos. 2, 3. 

Survey, Sept. 30, 1911; June 27, 1913; 
July 5, 1913. 

Washington University Library, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

A. L, A. Bulletin, vol. 2, no. 5 (Proceed- 
ings number); vol. 3, title page and index; 
vol. 4, nos. 4, 5, 6 and title page and index; 
vol. 5, nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

FOR SALE 
Vermont University Library, Burlington, Vt. 

Nation, vols. 1-73, 76-79; 1865-1901, 1903- 
04, of which vols. 1-27 are bound in % 
green morocco, the remainder unbound, 
condition as new. Price, $100.00. 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 
Washington University Library, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

A. L. A. Bulletin, vol. 1, nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6; 

vol. 2, no. 1. 


in America, Oct., 1905; 











